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Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for taking the time to read Real Talk
for Real Teachers. This is my finalbook, and | think my best one.

| do not have all the answers. Please remember that the
ideas in this book are just suggestions. It is my hope that you
can use some of my methods to help your students.

Our job is getting harder. Family dysfunction, poverty, and
technological distractions are often in our way. It seems every year
that more students are coming to school unprepared to learn.
And when things go wrong in the classroom, we teachers get
blamed for everything.

It can wear you out. Every good teacher | know was at
some point in his/her career ready to quit, but kept going. And
that is exactly why they are good teachers.

We don’t want our students to quit. We want them to get
better. And we must set that example. Every day, and every year,
good teachers get better. Often against impossible odds, good
teachers open doors and courageous students walk through.

In my classroom, integrity and hard work are still in fashion.
Now, more than ever, let us set an example for our students. Let
us show them that mediocrity should have no place in their lives.
Let us inspire them to take the road less traveled.

| have taken the less traveled road, and it has made all the
difference. Thank you for taking the time to take a walk with me.
It is an honor to be your colleague.

Rafe Esquith
April 2016
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